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THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF LAMBTON 

 Holy Communion 17.1.2021 

 

 Processional Hymn TiS 626 

(Please stand if you are able) 

 

Lord of creation, to you be all praise! 
Most mighty your working, most wondrous your ways! 
Your glory and might are beyond us to tell, 
and yet in the heart of the humble you dwell. 
 
Lord of all power, I give you my will, 
in joyful obedience your tasks to fulfil. 
Your bondage is freedom;  your service is song; 
and, held in your keeping, my weakness is strong. 
 
Lord of all wisdom, I give you my mind: 
rich truth that surpasses our knowledge to find, 
what eye has not seen and what ear has not heard 
is taught by your Spirit and shines from your word. 
 
Lord of all bounty, I give you my heart; 
I praise and adore you for all you impart, 
your love to inspire me, your counsel to guide, 
your presence to shield me, whatever betide. 
 
Lord of all being, I give you my all; 
if ever I leave you I stumble and fall; 
but, led in your service your word to obey, 
I'll walk in your freedom to the end of the way. 
 
Irish traditional melody harm. from Erik Reginald Routley 1917-82  Jack 
Copley Winslow 1882-1974 alt. CCLI 89587 
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Sentence 

We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the 
king of Israel!   John 1. 41,49  

 

                                    The Priest greets the people. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. 

 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

Invitation to Confession 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one;  you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ Jesus said:  ‘This is 
the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: you 
shall love your neighbour as yourself’. 

Silence may be kept 

 Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's 
forgiveness. 
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 Merciful God, 

our maker and our judge, 

we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do: 

we have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 

Father, forgive us, 

Strengthen us to love and obey you 

in newness of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

  

 Almighty God, 

who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 

pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 

strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

  

Lord, have mercy   

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  
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we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.  

The  Collect 

Eternal God whose Son, Jesus Christ, is now exalted as Lord of 
all, and pours out his gifts upon the Church:  grant it that unity 
which only your Spirit can give, keep us in the bond of peace, and 
bring all creation to worship before your throne;  through Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.     Amen.             

The Ministry of the Word 

 

The Old Testament Reading  1 Samuel 3. 1-10    

…For the word of the Lord,   

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm Reading  139. 1-5, 12-18 

 

The New Testament Reading   1 Corinthians 6. 12-20 
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…For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Hymn   TiS 720 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle Halle, Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Caribbean traditional arr. Terry MacArthur 1949-  CCLI 89587 

 

The Gospel Reading John 1. 43-51 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ… 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Sermon. Message for Epiphany 2   17/1/2021 

Introduction. 

We live in tumultuous times! 

A pandemic has disrupted our world. 

The normal patterns of our daily lives have changed, even 
here in Australia, even here in this church. 

Worldwide, nearly 90 million people have contracted the 
corona virus.  
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Nearly 2 million have died. 

In the USA, nearly 400,000 have died. In the UK, over 
80,000 have died.  

And we pray, with increasing concern, for relatives and 
friends overseas, impacted by this disease.  

In Australia, the death toll stands at 909, mercifully low by 
comparison. 

Thankfully vaccines are becoming available, but for many, 
sadly, it will too late. 

Tumult, and tumultuous, mean commotion, violent uproar, 
a profound disturbance. 

In the United States of America, "The tumult and the 
shouting" has not died, it has not abated since the 
President's supporters stormed the Capitol, alleging a 
rigged presidential election; despite repeated official court 
decisions declaring the election to be "free, fair and final". 

Australia is not unaffected by these events. Politicians, and 
members of the General Public, hold opposing sides, even 
within families, often fed by conspiracy theories, and 
extreme views aired on social media. A concern is 
emerging of a decline in the value, and values, of Western 
democracies, and their ability to confront fragmentation 
and dissent. Perhaps unwittingly some churches have 
been caught up in this destabilising trend. 

We long for "the tumult and the shouting" to cease. 
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This week, on Wednesday 20 January 2021, under 
tightened security, President elect Joseph R. Biden Jnr 
and Vice President elect Kamala Harris will be 
inaugurated, respectively, as President and Vice President 
of the United States of America, with Kamala Harris, the 
first woman to hold that Office. 

Our fervent prayer is, in the words of Rudyard Kipling's 
hymn, known as the Recessional. 

In the second verse, we sing: 

The tumult and the shouting dies, 

The Captains and the Kings depart: 

Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 

A humble and a contrite heart. 

Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 

Lest we forget - lest we forget". 

The "ancient sacrifice" draws us back to the Cross of 
Christ, and his sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

 

A Preacher's Responsibility. 

It is the responsibility of the Christian preacher to proclaim 
the Gospel, and to explain the Good News of Jesus, within 
its biblical context; and then to apply that Good News in 
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the context of his, or her own time: the Bible in one hand 
and a newspaper, or equivalent, in the other. 

Because we use an internationally agreed lectionary, it is 
possible, as Joe Biden goes to Mass today, as he does 
each Sunday, that he will hear today's reading from John's 
Gospel, Chapter 1, verses 43 to 51. And he might hear a 
sermon on this text, three days before his inauguration. 

The Gospel Reading. 

So let's take a look at today's Gospel Reading, John 1: 43-
51. 

Jesus is calling Philip and Nathaniel to be his disciples. To 
Philip, he says "Follow me." (V43). There is an instant, and 
positive response. To Nathaniel, somewhat of a sceptic, 
Jesus spends time with him, as Nathaniel comes to a 
believing declaration of faith. (V49). 

A textual problem needs to be resolved at the outset. 
Elsewhere in the New Testament, the Apostles Philip and 
Bartholomew are named together. (Matthew 19:3, Mark 
3:18, Luke 8:14). Bartholomew is a surname, a family 
name, and it is suggested the Nathaniel in John's Gospel 
may have been Bartholomew's first name. If not, Nathaniel 
remains a follower like us, though not among the twelve; a 
follower nonetheless. 

Unpacking our text then, there are three distinct sections:  

1. Searching and Sharing. 

2. Scepticism meets Shrewdness. 



9 

 

3. Sincerity and Spontaneity. 

 

1. Searching and Sharing (V43-45). 

Jesus has gone to Galilee looking, searching for Philip. 
Philip was from Bethsaida, a town at the northern tip of the 
Sea of Galilee. Jesus finds him. 

Christian faith begins with Jesus searching for, and finding 
us, as he did with Philip. It then expands as Philip finds 
Nathaniel, who shares the Good News with him. Philip has 
a mission instinct. He could not hold the message to 
himself. 

Christians, those found to be in Christ, are called to share 
their experience of Jesus with others. 

Like Jesus, we search in his name, for those who may be 
open and willing to come to him. 

These tumultuous times are in some ways no different to 
any other times. The difference may be, that in times of 
uproar and disturbance, there may be a greater desire for 
joining with others in the search for peace, in bringing a 
sense of calm:  

A quest, that "The tumult and the shouting dies." 

Pray for Joe Biden, a follower of Jesus, as he searches 
for, and finds, and calls not only his Cabinet, but others as 
well, that together, the Spirit of God might fill them, and 
others, with a selfless divine love, committed to the service 
of others, committed to eradicating the corona virus, 
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disciplined, with power exercised in humility, empathy and 
compassion; agents of unity, healing, justice and peace; 
so that: 

"The tumult and the shouting dies." 

 

2. Scepticism meets Shrewdness (v45-46). 

Philip and Nathaniel were students of the Scriptures. They 
were looking for the expected Messiah, the Anointed One. 
Now their studies were bearing fruit. Philip tells Nathaniel: 
"We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law and 
the prophets, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." (v45). 

Nathaniel is cautious of Philip's news. "Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?" he asks. 

There could be some geographical rivalry here. Nathaniel 
is from the village of Cana, (John 21:2) only a few 
kilometres from Nazareth, "a short distance up the hill." 
(NT Wright JFE, p19). 

It is like someone from Newcastle asking if anything good 
can come out of Maitland, or Greta! (I was born and raised 
at Maitland.)  

Philip's response to Nathaniel is shrewd, sensible and 
sensitive. 

He says, "Come and see." (v46). 

As we commend the Christian way, there will be times 
when we need to be shrewd, sensible and sensitive. There 
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will be those who are sceptical, with questions, doubts and 
misgivings. Rather than argue the point, there is wisdom in 
giving space for people to find out the truth for themselves, 
first hand: "Come and see." 

We are living through a time of mixed messages, of 
disinformation and misinformation. Many follow conspiracy 
theories, and false narratives. They have become the real 
victims of the so called "fake news," whipped up into 
promoting irrational beliefs, and engaging in aggressive 
behaviour. 

So, pray for Joe Biden, a follower of Jesus as he 
addresses the sceptics, that he might be a Philip, 
encouraging them to "Come and see," that the truth will 
become plain, and "the tumult and the shouting" cease. 

 

3. Sincerity and Spontaneity (v47-51). 

Nathaniel was a sincere seeker. Jesus had seen him 
under a fig tree, and observed he was a good man, open, 
honest and genuine. There was nothing false about him. 
There was no deceit. He was "fair dinkum." A conversation 
ensues. Nathaniel asks: "Where did you get to know me?" 

Jesus replies: "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you." The encounter is enough, sufficient for 
Nathaniel to spontaneously declare his trust in Jesus: 
"Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the King of 
Israel." (v49) 

And Jesus tells him of wonderful things, drawing on an 
image straight out of the Book of Genesis (28:12). It's 
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Jacob's dream of a ladder, set up from earth to heaven. 
"Very truly," he says to Nathaniel, "I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending...", God linking heaven and earth. But Jesus 
continues: the angels of God, are ascending and 
descending on himself, the Son of Man. (v51). 

This is precisely what Jesus came to do, through his 
sacrifice, "the ancient sacrifice" of his Cross, drawing us 
and all humanity toward heaven. 

It is important today, for Jesus to see our motives, as he 
finds us like Nathaniel, waiting, eager and ready. To those 
sincerely and seriously considering the Christian way, to 
become a follower of Jesus, it is good advice to find a 
shady space under your own "fig tree" in the great quest. 

Again, pray for Joe Biden, a follower of Jesus, that during 
his Administration, he and indeed others, will help to bind 
up the wounds of division; to be sincere in the search for 
truth; that there will be room for spontaneity in 
reconciliation; allowing the Holy Spirit to move in the 
hearts of men and women everywhere. God's Spirit has a 
wonderful way of surprising, even shocking us, pulling us 
up, turning us around, bringing us to our knees in 
repentance; granting mercy and grace; bringing 
forgiveness, transformation, new life and hope. 

All this is made possible through the saving death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. In him alone, "The 
tumult and the shouting dies," for he is "the Prince of 
Peace," and to him be the glory, the power and the 
dominion, forever. Amen. 

The Rev'd Paul Robertson. 
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After the Sermon there may be a time of quiet reflection. 

                                              

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Christ our Lord.   Amen 

Prayers 

Epiphany II  Yr B 2021 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you will 

hear us when we ask in faith. Receive the prayers we offer. 

Sovereign God, all the world is yours, and you love and care for 

everyone who lives together on this fragile planet. In this time of 

political unrest in the United States, we bring our prayers for 

those responsible for the orderly, calm and peaceful transition of 

power to the incoming new president, President Elect Joe Biden, 

Vice President Elect Kamala Harris, and all their team. We pray 

that all Americans will accept with good grace the lawfully elected 

new government and fully support them when they are inducted 

into their roles of leadership, on Wednesday this week. with no 

further scenes of mayhem and violence.        In a moment of 

silence, we all pray for President Elect Joe Biden and for Vice 

President Elect Kamala Harris.  

Loving God 
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in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of the Church 

We pray for your blessing upon all who leading churches of every 

denomination in the difficult time of dealing with the pandemic, 

with all the extra stresses and strains this highly contagious virus 

places on them.  

We ask you to bless the leaders of our Anglican Church of 

Australia, members of Synods and committees, parish councils 

and all parish groups, particularly in our Diocese of Newcastle. 

May our Bishops Peter, Charlie and Sonia, and our Archdeacon 

Arthur lead wisely and well. May each member of our Diocesan 

Council, and our own Parish Council,  be gifted with all they need 

to make visionary decisions for or future.   

We pray for Reverend Paul as he leads us today and next 

Sunday, and through February until Rev’d Kate arrives. Be with 

her, we pray, as she prepares to come to us with her family at the 

beginning of March. 

Empowering God, 

in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of Community, 

Hear our prayer today for all doctors, nurses and healthcare 

workers, at the front line keeping our communities safe.  Keep 
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them well, loving God, protect them from catching the virus and 

from total exhaustion . 

Empower those developing and distributing the vaccines the 

knowledge as to who should receive the vaccine first, and may 

we not forget our  needy Papuan New Guinea, and South Pacific 

Island neighbours, and help them find ways to control this virus 

and keep the most vulnerable in our communities safe and well. 

Faithful God, 

in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

God of Compassion 

We bring to you for your love and care all who are in distress, 

pain, anguish or grief. We pray this morning for those living with a 

disability, and those in Nursing Homes with few visitors, feeling 

sad and neglected, Bless with the knowledge of your presence 

and love for them, all members of our parish now living in Nursing 

homes, and help us not to forget them. 

We pray for all affected by Coronavirus, holding up to you 

especially the people of the United Kingdom, the United States, 

and other countries overwhelmed by the pandemic. May all who 

are sick, anxious, or afraid know the calm reassurance of your 

peace and healing, we pray.  

Gentle God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of all the ages, 

We give you thanks for all who have gone before us into your 

Kingdom, giving thanks today for all those who have gone before 

us who have taught us the faith. May we join them one day in 

your Kingdom, where we will be singing your praises forever. 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith, we may, by your 

grace, receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

Jesus said:  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you.  John 13.34 

Let us pray. 

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and 
great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under your table. 

But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have 
mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 
dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us.  Amen. 

 Greeting of Peace 

 We are the body of Christ. 

 His Spirit is with us. 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
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And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn  TiS 448 

 A thanksgiving offertory collection is received for the work of the 
Church.   

Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, their soul is Christ's abode. 
 
The Lord who left the heavens our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell with us in lowliness, our pattern and our King: 
 
still to the lowly soul he will himself impart, 
and for his cradle and his throne chooses the pure in heart. 
 
Lord, we your presence seek; this blessing now renew: 
give us a pure and lowly heart, a temple fit for you. 
Melody by William Henry Havergal 1793-1870 from a chorale by Johann 
Balthasar König 1691-1758  John Keble 1792-1866 (vv. 1,3) and others CCLI 
89587 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 

Accept and use our offerings for your glory 

And for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever!   
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

  

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 

and lived as one of us. 

By his death on the cross 

and rising to new life, 

he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

And with all the company of heaven, 

We proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying:   

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.      

  

 Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your  

creation, 

this bread and wine, 

and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 

we who eat and drink them 

may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 

and when he had given you thanks 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, 

and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
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proclaiming his offering of himself  

made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again, 

we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world. 

  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 

unite us in the body of your Son, 

and bring us with all your people 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom, and in whom, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,  

Father, in songs of never-ending praise:    

  

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 

  As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  
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and deliver us from evil. 

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever.  Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread and the  

Communion 

  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, 

For we all share in the one bread.   

  

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with 
thanksgiving. 

 

Reflection Hymn TiS 514  

Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart, 

Saviour, abide with us, and spread your table in our heart. 

 

There sup with us in love divine;  your body and your blood, 

that living bread, that heavenly wine, be our immortal food. 

W. Gardiner's 'Sacred Melodies', Vol I, 1812 melody probably by William 
Gardiner 1770-1853 James Montgomery 1771-1854 alt.  CCLI 89587 

 

Prayer after Communion  

 Father of all we give you thanks and praise that when we were 
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still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying 
and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the 
gate of glory.  May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit 
lights give light to the world. 

Father, 

we offer ourselves to you 

as a living sacrifice 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. 

 

The Blessing  

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

  

 Recessional Hymn TiS 411 

Filled with the Spirit's power, with one accord 

the infant church confessed its risen Lord: 

O Holy Spirit in the church today 

no less your power of fellowship display. 

 

Now with the mind of Christ set us on fire, 

that unity may be our great desire: 

give joy ad peace;  give faith to hear your call, 

and readiness in each to work for all. 
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Widen our love, good Spirit, to embrace 

in your strong care all those of every race: 

like wind and fire with life among us move 

till we are known as Christ's, and Christians prove. 

Walter Greatorex 1877-1949  J. R. Peacey 1896-1971 alt.   CCLI 89587 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen  

CCLI Licence No. 89587 for the Anglican Parish of Lambton. 


